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PROGRAM 


Armenian Dances 


Sunrise at Angel’s Gate 


Haunter of the Dark 


Commando March 


INTERMISSION 


Some Assembly Required 


After a Gentle Rain 

1. The Dark Green Glistens with Old Reflections 

2. Sparkling Air Bursts with Dancing Sunlight 


Spiel for Wind Orchestra 

1. Ouverture 

2. Idyll 

3. Buffo 


Alfred Reed 

(1921-2005) 


Philip Sparke 

(b. 1951) 


Franco Cesarini 

(b. 1961) 


Samuel Barber 

(1910-1981) 


Henry Kucharzyk 

(b.1953) 


Anthony lannaccone 

(b.1943) 


Ernst Toch 

(1887- 1964) 



PROGRAM NOTES 


Sunrise at Angel’s Gate 

Philip Sparke was born in London in 1951 
and studied composition, trumpet, and 
piano at the Royal College of Music, where 
he gained an ARCM (Associate of the Royal 
College of Music). He writes for brass bands 
and wind bands, and his compositions 
have won him several awards, including 
the Sudler Prize in 1997 for his piece 
Dance Movements. He has had works 
commissioned by various bands and band 
associations including the BBC and the Tokyo 
Kosei Wind Orchestra, and has written for 
brass band championships in New Zealand, 
Switzerland, Holland, Australia, and the 
United Kingdom. 

Sunrise at Angel's Gate was composed 
after Sparke's 1999 trip to the Grand 
Canyon, and he offers the following program 
notes: “It's really not possible to describe 
this amazing natural phenomenon-it’s 
just too big. You can't even photograph it 
effectively but it undoubtedly leaves a lasting 
impression on anyone who visits it.Sunrise 
and sunset are the best times to view 
the Canyon, as a sun low in the sky casts 
shadows that give depth and form to the vast 
panorama. Angel’s Gate is one of the many 
named rock formations on the northern side 
of the Canyon and in this piece, I have tried 
to depict the sights and sounds of dawn 
there, birdsong in the early morning sky and 
the gradual revelation of the Canyon itself as 
sunlight reaches into its rocky depths. 

The faster central section depicts the 
arrival of the tourist buses, which run back 
and forth along the Southern Rim, and 
towards the end of the piece, to the sound of 
a tolling bell, we are reminded of the dangers 
that the beauty of the Grand Canyon so 
cleverly hides.” - Note by Philip Sparke 

Haunter of the Dark 

The Haunter of the Dark, composed by Swiss 
composer Franco Cesarini, is a programmatic 
work based on a tale by author Howard 
Philips Lovecraft. Legend recounts a story 
about a deserted church where a monster 
has taken refuge for many years. A curious 


scientist who encounters many artifacts 
and a luminous stone that allows him to 
experience strange visions rediscovers the 
sanctuary and awakens the beast. This 
work attempts to reimagine these visions 
by contrasting reflective and highly charged 
sections of the ensemble. - Note by Tony 
Gomes 

Spiel for Orchestra 

Known for his film score, Viennese composer 
Ernest Toch produced Spiei for Wind 
Orchestra in 1926 for the Donaueschinger 
Kammermusikfest. This three -movement 
work captures the unique position of 
wind instruments at the turn of the 20th 
century as a source of great variation in 
orchestration technique that crossed many 
musical boundaries. In many ways this neo¬ 
classical work makes strong reference to 
Opera. The opening Ouverture movement is 
characterized by its energetic presentation 
of a number of memorable motives that 
present a few unexpected musical variations. 
In contrast, the Idyll second movement 
presents a charming peaceful oboe solo 
feature that captures the essence of 18th 
century chamber wind works. The Buffo 
final movement is a rustic comic ending to 
the work that, like the first movement, pays 
homage to the comic opera style of W.A. 
Mozart. - Note by Tony Gomes 

After A Gentle Rain 

After a Gentle Rain is a work in two 
contrasting movements - the first quiet, 
meditative and introverted and the second 
sparkling, dance-like and extroverted. The 
work is dedicated to Max Plank and the 
Eastern Michigan University Symphonic 
Band. 

The first movement - The Dark Green 
Glistens With Old Reflections - begins with a 
gently rippling arpeggiated figure containing 
the main harmonic and melodic idea of 
the entire piece: two superimposed major 
triads. The figure subtly changes color as it 
migrates through various registers, spacings, 
and doublings. While the external shape of 



the sextuplet seems frozen, one can hear 
an internal, textural progression of changing 
resonance qualities. Against this backdrop 
is painted a wide spectrum of both dark 
and bright mixtures of soft brass, reeds, 
and percussion. Those colorful mixtures 
constantly redefine the background and 
foreground of this introverted scenario. 

The play on words in the title suggests 
images of light reflecting off moist green 
foliage, in turn evoking reflections “off” old 
memories in a quiet, meditative context. 
Memories, images and colors become bolder 
and more powerful, culminate in a climax 
and gradually recede into the past with the 
same delicate afterglow of soft bell sounds 
heard in the opening measures. 

The movement Sparkling Air Bursts with 
Dancing Sunlight is extroverted and dance¬ 
like in nature. The movement gallops with the 
joy and freshness that seems to fill the air 
after a gentle rain. The cleansed air sparkles 
with a sense of rebirth and the celebration 
of life. 

Anthony lannaccone began private 
musical studies at the age of seven. His BM 
and MM degrees are from the Manhattan 
School of Music, where he studies with 
Vittorio Giannini and David Diamond. His PhD 
degree is from the Eastman School of Music, 
where he studied composition with Samuel 
Adler and Musicology with Hendrik Van der 
Werf. - Note by Anthony lannaccone 

Armenian Dances 

Armenian Dances (Part I) is a four-movement 
suite based on authentic folk songs from the 
Gomidas Vartabed, the founder of Armenian 
classical music. Part 1 is an extended 
symphonic rhapsody built upon five Armenian 
folk songs. Although the composer has kept 
his treatment of the melodies within the 
general limits imposed by its vocal, folk-song 
nature, he has also expanded the melodic, 
harmon- ic and rhythmic possibilities in 
keeping with the demands of a symphonic- 
instru- mental performance. “Armenian 
Dances” was first performed by Dr. Harry 
Begian (to whom it is dedicated) and the 
University of Illinois Symphonic Band in 
1973. 


Alfred Reed (1921-2005) was born and 
raised in Manhattan. After a distinguished 
career in the Army Air Force band and at 
Juilliard, he taught at the University of Miami 
for many years. He composed over 500 
works for band, wind ensemble, orchestra, 
chorus and various chamber ensembles. 

Commando March 

Samuel Barber has been noted as one of the 
most talented and successful composers 
of the 20th century. Throughout most of 
his career, his new works were premiered 
by the elite of the music world. Although 
he used contemporary techniques in his 
compositions, his music remains accessible, 
conservative, melodic, and well crafted. 

Barber's Second Symphony, written for 
the U.S. Army Air Corps (now the U.S. Air 
Force) in 1942, made use of an electronic 
instrument which imitated radio signals. 
Shortly afterward he was ordered by an 
Air Corps general to compose a march in 
quarter-tones, to symbolize the progressive 
nature of that branch of the service. 

However, the mild-mannered Barber stayed 
with his own style of composition and 
the Commando March was given a highly 
successful premiere in Atlantic City, NJ in 
1943. Commando March illustrates the well- 
defined march form but incorporates many 
wind orchestration techniques that reflect 
an orchestral sound and style. - Note by 
University of Texas 

Some Assembly Required 

Some Assembly Required was composed 
by Canadian composer Henry Kucharzyk 
(b.1953) for the University of Toronto Wind 
Symphony in 1998. As the title suggests 
the work is designed to question many 
Western musical structures. Throughout all 
three movements Kucharzyk incorporates 
varying degrees of aleatoric music concepts 
to redefine our sense of time and form. Like 
jazz solos Kucharzyk provides the flexibility of 
performance choices across the ensemble 
as a means of achieving unique musical 
statements that only exist during each 
performance. - Note by Tony Gomes 



BIOGRAPHY 


Tony D. Gomes obtained his undergraduate 
music degree from the University of 
Toronto (1989) and his Master's degree in 
Conducting from the University of Calgary 
(1999). He is currently working on his Ph.D 
in Music Education at the University of 
Toronto where he also teaches a conducting 
course and directs the University of Toronto 
Wind Symphony. 

He is an active adjudicator across 
Canada and the United States. As an 
educator, Mr. Gomes has chaired curriculum 
design committees, toured Asia and 
Europe with a variety of ensembles. As a 
deputy examiner with the International 


Baccalaureate Organization (IBO) he has 
successfully evaluated and prepared 
music students for the International 
Baccalaureate music examinations. In 
addition to his position as music director of 
the Toronto Wind Orchestra, his conducting 
engagements include guest conducting 
positions with the Huronia Symphony, 
the Northdale Concert Band, the Encore 
Concert Band and the Toronto Winds. He 
currently sits on the Board of the Ontario 
Band Association as past president and the 
director of the York/OBA Wind Conducting 
Symposium as well as the current Chair of 
Music at Upper Canada College. 


University of Toronto Symphony Orchestra 

Uri Mayer conductor 
Sam Tam conductor 

Elizabeth Polese soprano 

Weber: Oberon Overture 
Brahms: Variations on a Theme by Haydn 
Mozart: Exsultate, Jubilate 
Beethoven: Symphony No. 7 

Saturday, October 25, 7:30 pm. MacMillan Theatre 


University of Toronto Wind Symphony 

Tony D. Gomes conductor 


CABLE: Ontario Picture 

HENZE: Ragtime and Habanera, Children’s March 
COPLAND: Down A Country Lane 
CHANCE: Incantation and Dance 
WEILL: Three Penny Music 


Friday, December 5, 7:30 pm. MacMillan Theatre 





WIND SYMPHONY 


Piccolo 

George Harris 
Katharine Hao 
Sophia Wang 

Flute 

Alysha Addetia 
Monique Aube 
Elena Catherine Baker 
Mouna Ben Hadj Tahar 
Zoe Brown 
Mailynn Jenkins 
Alexandra Letounov 
Run Jia Li 
Ming Chun Liu 
So Hyun Park 
Tatjana Radio 
Taya Rosenberg 
Yun Shi 
Hannah Simes 
Derek Stevens 
Diana Zhang 

Oboe 

Laura Huang 
Solouna Lioumanis 

Eb Clarinet 

Colin Sandquist 

Bb Clarinet 

Stefanie Geer 
Jason Han 
Andrew Shen Lin 
Christie MacLennan 
Breeana Parenteau 
Emily Simone 
Vincent Tang 
Brooklyn Whidden 

Alto Clarinet 

Thanasaki Chionidis 

Bass Clarinet 

Ricky Savin 

Bassoon 

Yanan Zhang 


Alto Saxophone 

Kristen Antunes 
James Conquer 
Tara Henechowicz 
Yao Lu 

Tenor Saxophone 

Allyson Ayotte 
Joseph Gargaro 
Shannon Devereux 
Maatman 
Micaela Morey 

Bari Saxophone 

Jing-Suo Huang 
Stef fan Moran 

French Horn 

Simon Au-Yeung 
Sarah Kamalzadeh 
Julia Kunka 
Kathleen McIntosh 

Trumpet 

Caroline Balogh 
Carlene Brown 
Breanne Caputo 
Alex Chan 
Andrew Decker 
Jian Han Geng 
Liam Gosling 
Sang Jun Lim 
Tom MacCammon 
Andrew Ross Morton 
Shulamit Sternin 
Teddy Zamor 

Trombone 

Mabelynn Dill 
Aaron James Good 
Jessica Hierons 
Mark Ibasco 
Kai Nicoll-Griffith 
Walter Prentice 
Stuart Siu 
Aaron Tenn-Miller 
Connie Tran 
Sean McCaul 


Euphonium 

Brian Burrell 
Caleb Michalski 

Tuba 

Henry Paterson 
Daniel Taylor 
Jing-Wen Xu 

String Bass 

Alanna Gunn 

Jury Kobayashi-Baxter 

Percussion 

Andrew Bell 
Allison Lam 
Nicola Loghrin 
Mathew Moore 
Ashley Patoine 
Andrew Siu 

Piano 

Dane Ko 


MACMILLAN THEATRE 
Fred Perruzza, 

Director of Operations 
Ian Albright, 

Technical Assistant 
Bob Dunkin, 

Production Assistant 

LIBRARIAN, PERFORMANCE 
COLLECTION 

Karen Wiseman 
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Bobby and Gordon 
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Donald R. McLean*# and 
Diane M. Martello 
Angela McPeek 
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